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A new, clear vision where people can live in

harmony within their families, their commu-
nities and within themselves. A new clear vi-
sion of peaceful coexistence in a world of tol-
erance.

At this moment of peril we must move from
paralysis of fear. This is a call to action: to re-
place expanded war with expanded peace.
This is a call for action to place the very sur-
vival of this planet on the agenda of all peo-
ple, everywhere. As citizens of a common
planet, we have an obligation to ourselves and
our posterity. We must demand that our nation
and all nations put down the nuclear sword.
We must demand that our nation and all na-
tions:

Abide by the principles of the nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty. Stop the development of
new nuclear weapons. Take all nuclear weap-
ons systems off alert. Persist towards total,
worldwide elimination of all nuclear weapons.

Our nation must: Revive the Anti Ballistic
Missile treaty. Sign and enforce the Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty. Abandon plans to
build a so-called missile shield. Prohibit the in-
troduction of weapons into outer space.

We are in a climate where people expect
debate within our two party system to produce
policy alternatives.

However both major political parties have
fallen short. People who ask ‘‘Where is the
Democratic Party?’’ and expect to hear debate
may be disappointed. When peace is not on
the agenda of our political parties or our gov-
ernments then it must be the work and the
duty of each citizen of the world. This is the
time to organize for peace. This is the time for
new thinking. This is the time to conceive of
peace as not simply being the absence of vio-
lence, but the active presence of the capacity
for a higher evolution of human awareness.

This is the time to conceive of peace as re-
spect, trust, and integrity. This is the time to
tap the infinite capabilities of humanity to
transform consciousness which compels vio-
lence at a personal, group, national or inter-
national levels. This is the time to develop a
new compassion for others and ourselves.

It is necessary that we do so, for at this mo-
ment our world is being challenged by war
and premonitions of nuclear annihilation.
When terrorists threaten our security, we must
enforce the law and bring terrorists to justice
within our system of constitutional justice,
without undermining the very civil liberties
which permits our democracy to breathe.

Our own instinct for life, which inspires our
breath and informs our pulse, excites our ca-
pacity to reason. Which is why we must pay
attention when we sense a threat to survival.

That is why we must speak out now to pro-
tect this planet and: Challenge those who be-
lieve in a nuclear right. Challenge those who
would build new nuclear weapons. Challenge
those who seek nuclear re-armament. Chal-
lenge those who seek nuclear escalation.
Challenge those who would make of any na-
tion a nuclear target. Challenge those who
would threaten to use nuclear weapons
against civilian populations. Challenge those
who would break nuclear treaties. Challenge
those who think and think about nuclear weap-
ons, to think about peace.

It is practical to work for peace. I speak of
peace and diplomacy not just for the sake of
peace itself. But, for practical reasons, we
must work for peace as a means of achieving
permanent security. It is similarly practical to

work for total nuclear disarmament, particularly
when nuclear arms do not even come close to
addressing the real security problems which
confront our nation, witness the events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

It is practical to work to make war archaic.
That is the purpose of HR 2459. It is a bill to
create a Department of Peace. HR 2459
seeks to make non-violence an organizing
principle in our society. It envisions new struc-
tures to help create peace in our homes, in
our families, in our schools, in our neighbor-
hoods, in our cities, and in our nation. It as-
pires to create conditions for peace within and
to create conditions for peace worldwide. It
considers the conditions which cause people
to become the terrorists of the future, issues
of poverty, scarcity and exploitation. It is prac-
tical to make outer space safe from weapons,
so that humanity can continue to pursue a
destiny among the stars. HR 3616 seeks to
ban weapons in space, to keep the stars a
place of dreams, of new possibilities, of tran-
scendence.

We can achieve this practical vision of
peace, if we are ready to work for it. People
worldwide need to be meet with likeminded
people, about peace and nuclear disar-
mament, now. People worldwide need to gath-
er in peace, now. People worldwide need to
march and to pray for peace, now. People
worldwide need to be connecting with each
other on the web, for peace, now.

We are in a new era of electronic democ-
racy, where the world wide web, numerous
web sites and bulletin boards enable new or-
ganizations, exercising freedom of speech,
freedom of assembly, freedom of association,
to spring into being instantly.

We need web sites dedicated to becoming
electronic forums for peace, for sustainability,
for renewal and for revitalization. We need fo-
rums which strive for the restoration of a
sense of community through the empower-
ment of self, through commitment of self to the
lives of others, to the life of the community, to
the life of the nation, to the life of the world.

Where war making is profoundly uncreative
in its destruction, peacemaking can be deeply
creative. We need to communicate with each
other the ways in which we work in our com-
munities to make this a more peaceful world.
I welcome your ideas. We can share our
thoughts and discuss ways in which we have
brought or will bring them into action.

Now is the time to think, to take action and
use our talents and abilities to create peace:
in our families, in our block clubs, in our
neighborhoods, in our places of worship, in
our schools and universities, in our labor halls,
in our parent-teacher organizations.

Now is the time to think, speak, write, orga-
nize and take action to create peace as a so-
cial imperative, as an economic imperative,
and as a political imperative. Now is the time
to think, speak, write, organize, march, rally,
hold vigils and take other nonviolent action to
create peace in our cities, in our nation and in
the world. And as the hymn says, ‘‘Let there
be peace on earth and let it begin with me.’’

This is the work of the human family, of
people all over the world demanding that gov-
ernments and non-governmental actors alike
put down their nuclear weapons. This is the
work of the human family, responding in this
moment of crisis to protect our nation, this
planet and all life within it. We can achieve
both nuclear disarmament and peace, as we

understand that all people of the world are
interconnected, we can achieve both nuclear
disarmament and peace. We can accomplish
this through upholding an holistic vision where
the claims of all living beings to the right of
survival are recognized. We can achieve both
nuclear disarmament and peace through being
a living testament to a Human Rights Cov-
enant where each person on this planet is en-
titled to a life where he or she may con-
sciously evolve in mind, body and spirit.

Nuclear disarmament and peace are the
signposts toward the uplit path of an even
brighter human condition wherein we can
through our conscious efforts evolve and rees-
tablish the context of our existence from peril
to peace, from revolution to evolution. Think
peace. Speak peace. Act peace. Peace.
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IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 4009

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I and my fellow col-
leagues are introducing legislation today be-
cause the Immigration and Naturalization
Service (INS) has not sufficiently proven to
Congress that they can fix their organization
on their own, and because they are continually
being plagued by the same problems year in
and year out. We are offering H.R. 4009 be-
cause we believe accountability is integral to
any organization.

The INS has been inept, irresponsible and
deficient in their ability to the performance of
their duties. This bill will make the entire orga-
nization responsible, from the highest level
down to the entry-level employee, by taking
away restrictions on dismissing INS employ-
ees and placing them in the same category as
FBI employees. This bill will also make perma-
nent the authority of the Attorney General to
remove, suspend, and impose other discipli-
nary actions on the employees of the Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service (INS). We are
introducing this legislation in direct response
to a hearing that was held on March 19, 2002
in the Judiciary Committee.

During the hearing, Commissioner Ziglar ac-
cepted responsibility for his Agency’s action,
or non-action. However, I am not confident
that this will be the last time he will come be-
fore the Immigration and Claims Sub-
committee for his Agency’s mistakes.

My legislation will give the Department of
Justice and the INS the proper tools to pro-
mote accountability. I believe it is a good first
step on a long journey towards INS reform.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO JOHN
WOODARD

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 20, 2002

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with pro-
found sadness that I pay tribute today to Mr.
John Woodard, an incredible man, who re-
cently passed away at the age of 76. John
was loved by each and every person whose
life he touched, and he will be sorely missed
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